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     September has arrived and with it the Region A Rally/Convention is just a couple of 
weeks away. We hope to see you there and if possible we hope you will lend us a    
couple of hours of your time to assist in Florida's work areas. Florida is responsible for 
2 areas; Registration and Indoor games. FL1-M has already volunteered for the    
Noon - 2:30 PM shift for Indoor Games. Please see schedule on the next page and let 
us know what time we can count on you!  We need your help! Thanks!  
 
     As you may recall, right after Closing Ceremonies last year, all the rooms and     
cabins were booked within an hour for 2012 at the Lake Point Lodge in Eufaula. We 
just released two 4-bedroom cabins and there may be other Chapters and individuals 
who have released rooms. If you weren't able to book a room or cabin at the resort, try 
calling again. There just might be an opening! 
 
     We have had an opportunity to travel around the District in August and visit with some of you. Within a 2 
week time period we went to 5 different Chapter events and met up with a total of 15 Florida Chapters on those 
visits! We enjoyed our time with each of you, and of course, we're happy to report that we had FUN! We         
participated in the "changing of the guard" at FL1-V (Jacksonville Beaches). Dave & Onalee Howell have done a 
great job for 4 1/2 years as Chapter Directors and I'm sure they are ready to relax a little. Welcome to Christine 
Thacker the new CD for FL1-V. 
 
     During our visits this past month one thing I noticed was the Chapter Participants that had Chapter attire on 
and the ones that didn't. We remember when we first started with our Home Chapter how almost the entire 
group wore matching Chapter shirts. When we arrived at our ride destination no one had any doubt as to us  
being a group. When the group filed into a restaurant they were noticed. People asked us who we were. It was a 
great way to be able to tell people about GWRRA and, of course, to put in a plug for the Home Chapter. We   
encourage each Chapter to put an emphasis on Chapter Pride and to wear Chapter attire whenever possible! 
 
     We had the pleasure of meeting the Owner, Ian, and the General Manager, Ralph, of Sun Sports Cycle & 
Watercraft of Ft. Myers last week. Sun Sports is a co-sponsor with the Florida District in the Gold Wing Raffle. 
They are also providing a couple of sets of tires to be given away in March 2012. Please show your support of 
this dealership every chance you get. Their ad is to be included in your newsletters. This is part of the            
partnership agreement we have with them. Sun Sports offers a GWRRA discount and they carry quite a         
selection of motorcycle attire and parts on hand. Their website is http://www.sunsportscycle.com and their is 
phone number is (239) 277-7777. 
 
     We continue to try to improve the Recruitment and Retention program using the monthly Area Run Lists.  We 
are looking at trying some things from the District Team that will help at the Chapter level. As always, we know 
you all do your best and that is all we ask. If you have a question or a problem, please contact your ADD and 
they will pass it on to us if need be. 
 
     Looking ahead to January 7 & 8, 2012, the Chapter Conference location has changed. The conference will be 
at the Imperial Swan Hotel & Suites, 4141 South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, FL 33813. Telephone is (863)      
647-3000  and the website is http://www.imperialswanhotel.com. As we start early on Saturday morning, we   
suggest that you consider coming over Friday, January 6th. The conference itself is free with the District         
providing you lunch on Saturday. If your Chapter has enough funds, the cost of hotel rooms is a justifiable     
business expense for your Team Members. The room rates are as follows: $79 for standard rooms (single King 
Bed or 2 queen beds or 1 single queen bed). The Junior Suites are $89 (Single kind bed with queen sized pull 
out sofa). King Suites are $109 (Single king bed, queen pull out, and with whirlpool tub). Almost all rooms have a 
refrigerator, microwave, and coffee pot. The rates include a breakfast buffet each morning.  They have plenty of 
meeting space. Krispy Cream is right next door. Dairy Queen and Panera Bread across the street. Ling's Buffet 
and     Winner's Circle nearby, as well as, a number of other restaurants. Next door to the Imperial Swan is a 
bowling alley. We've arranged for some FUN Saturday evening from 10 - Midnight...unlimited games for $7.50 
per      person and the rate includes your shoe rental! Make plans now to attend the Conference, to learn a lot, 
and to have FUN! 

Continued on next page 
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District Directors article continued 
 
     The summer will soon be over and the weather will begin to cool. The Northern Folks will start their migration 
South. So until then, be prepared for the many changes in weather (heat, rain, cooler weather, etc).  We hope to 
see you out and about!  Remember...Rule #1 - Have FUN! 
 
Bill & Gina Berry 
District Directors  
 

Region A Convention Schedule -Help! We need volunteers! 
Email Bill & Gina at bgberry93@tampabay.rr.com if you can assist. 

Registration 
(3 per shift/2 shifts) 
(3 per shift/4 shifts) 
(3 per shift/2 shifts) 
 
Indoor Games 
(7 per shift/2 shifts) 
(7 per shift/4 shifts) 
(7 per shift/2 shifts) 

 
-  Thursday: 
-  Friday: 
-  Saturday: 
 
 
-  Thursday: 
-  Friday: 
-  Saturday: 

 
       ---                              —                Noon - 2:30 PM                2:30 PM - 5 PM 
8 AM - 10 AM        10 AM - Noon        Noon - 2:30 PM                2:30 PM - 5 PM 
8 AM - 10 AM        10 AM - Noon                ---                                         --- 
 
 
        ---                             ---                Noon - 2:30 PM (FL1-M)  2:30 PM - 5 PM 
8 AM - 10 AM         10 AM - Noon       Noon - 2:30 PM                2:30 PM - 5 PM 
8 AM - 10 AM         10 AM - Noon               ---                                             --- 

What do these 7 words have in common? 
  

Banana 
Dresser 

Grammar 
Potato 
Revive 
Uneven 
Assess 

  
Answer on page 10 
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A Good Month for Training! 
 
     One thing I failed to mention last month was something presented at Wing Ding. My   
darling bride, Madalena, completed all the requirements and was presented her             
certification as a Senior Leadership Training Instructor and Officer Trainer. 
 
     We know that August is probably the hottest month of the year and it did not fail to live 
up to the reputation. While others around GWRRA are talking about the riding season, we 
look to other things or ride at night.  
 
     The first Saturday in August we headed early in the morning to FL2-G’s (Ft. Myers) Chapter Gathering.       
Besides going down to have a good time at their Gathering (and it is always a good time), we did have a        
secondary reason for attending. During the Gathering, we presented Dana Voight with his certification as a    
Senior Leadership Training Instructor and Officer Trainer. When you see Madalena & Dana congratulate them 
on the significant accomplishment. 
 
     The following day I headed to FL1-M (Clearwater) Training Day. This was not the Chapter’s first Training Day 
this year but this one was significant because there were 4 Prospective Instructors that completed the            
requirements to become Leadership Training Instructors. The Training Day was held at one of the Chapter     
Participants club house and there was a great turn out by the Chapter. The people that attended were not only 
there to support the 4 Instructors completing the certification, but they wanted to learn more about GWRRA. I 
would like to congratulate Tracy Dunn, Buzz Probus and Don & Tina Allen for their outstanding presentations 
and completing the requirements to become Leadership Training Instructors. 
 
     August 20th & 21st we conducted the District’s second Officer Certification Program of the year. There was a 
great mix of people that attended. We had a few Chapter & Assistant Chapter Directors that attended, but what 
added to the OCP was the majority of the people came to the OCP because they wanted to learn more about 
GWRRA. By people attending the OCP we believe this not only makes GWRRA stronger but will make Chapters 
stronger. 
 
     While we were teaching the OCP on August 21st, Dana Voight headed over to FL2-E’s (Miami) Training Day. 
Dana went over to view Denis Turcotte & Darla Williams complete their requirements to become Leadership      
Training Instructors. The Chapter showed up in force to learn something new about GWRRA. Congratulations to 
Denis & Darla for their outstanding presentation and completing all the requirements to become an Instructor. 
We would also like to thank Dana for volunteering to help us out by viewing the Instructor certifications. 
 
     We still have 6 more Prospective Instructors that will be completing the requirements over the next few 
months. Three of these people will be presenting LTP Seminars at the Region A Rally/Convention in September 
to complete their requirements. By the end of the year, the Florida District will have 34 Certified Instructors 
around the state - and we do mean around the state! Right now the District has Instructors in the Panhandle, on 
the East Coast from as far North as Jacksonville all the way to Miami and locations in between. The West Coast 
is covered from North to South. 
 
     So why does it really matter that the District has Instructors in all these areas? We believe it matters because 
if a Chapter wants training in their area we as a District can provide it. To get any of the training is as simple as 
asking. That’s right, just give us a call or send an email and we will get something set-up for your Chapter.  
 
     One of the questions that continue to come up is, Who can attend the OCP? The simple answer is…           
any GWRRA Member! Yes, the OCP is designed to certify Officers to assume the positions as Director or      
Assistant Director but the program is open to any Member that wishes to take it. 
 
     In closing, due to a number of things going on, we are cancelling the Horizon Program scheduled for October. 
We will get the word out to everyone as soon as we have a new date. 
 
Until Next Month, Be Safe Out There! 
 
Rick & Madalena Buck 
District Leadership Trainers 
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Gold Wing Raffle Tickets are available! 
 

Sun Sports Cycle & Watercraft, Inc. of Ft. Myers, FL, along with 
the Florida District, have agreed to be the Sponsor of the Gold 

Wing Raffle Grand Prize give away 
 

If you need tickets contact your Chapter or  District Rider Educator 

     Here we are again - another month has gone fleeting by. To me, it seems like just     
yesterday Judy and I were on our way to Knoxville to attend Wing Ding. Now here it is   
September. I must say that I’m sure glad to see it here. Now maybe we can get rid of the 
triple digit temps that we’ve had to ride in. I love to ride and do ride as much as anyone, but 
it has been a real challenge to gear up and ride. In case you haven’t noticed, we here in 
the District have not conducted any ERCs/ TRCs or any other riding courses since May. 
This is because of the extreme heat that we have been having. Now that September is 
here, we are ready to start promoting the return of these courses. We already have 2 
ERCs set to take place. So if your wanting to get one scheduled in your area, please contact your Chapter      
Educator or your Area Coordinator to make the arrangements. 
 
     These courses, as well as any of the many seminars, are yours for the asking at no cost! All you need do is 
let it be known that you want one and it will happen. You all know that this is made possible due to the fact that 
we are fortunate to be able to raffle off a new Gold Wing each year. Believe me when I say that the District really 
appreciates all of your efforts that make this raffle a great success. Without your support we could never get it 
done…it really takes team work. 
 
     On a lighter note, September brings us the Region A Convention that is taking place at the beautiful         
Lakepoint Lodge in Eufaula, AL on September 15th - 17th. We are going to experience a couple of firsts at the 
Region Convention. Rider Education will be conducting a Trailering Course, as well, as a Team Challenge. The 
Challenge is open to all Chapters and Districts that may want to try their skills in a Riding event. You can come 
by the Rider Ed table and sign up or just go and watch to see what happens. Judy and I will be there and look     
forward to seeing as many of you that can make it. So stop by the Rider Ed table and say hello. 
 
Till next we meet, Keep the Rubber on the Road and the Shiny Side Up! 
 
Don & Judy Danbury 
Florida District Rider Educators 
Senior Master Tour Riders  
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Hello Again Everyone! 
 
     Wing Ding has come and gone. August is almost history and September is upon us. We 
should soon be able to enjoy some great riding weather. With September comes the     
Region “A” Rally/Convention in Eufaula, AL on 15th - 17th. This is a great venue for a Rally. 
It has been totally remodeled and the staff is very accommodating. We’re hoping to see a 
good turnout of our fellow GWRRA Members at this event. Florida usually carries the     
Region Rally overall attendance and hopefully we will do so again this year. We’re looking 
forward to seeing some of you whom we haven’t seen for several months. Com’on out and join us in Eufaula for 
another good time! 
 
     It’s been so hot this summer that we haven’t done a great deal of traveling the past few months. We have 
made a couple of trips North this summer to take care of family affairs so we haven’t been to see too many of 
you. We’ll be changing that for sure. We especially enjoy seeing Chapter Visitations continue to pick up. This is 
a sure way to live the GWRRA Motto “Friends for FUN, Safety and Knowledge”. Visit your neighbors. Find out 
who they really are and what they do for FUN. Before you know it, you will have a much greater appreciation for 
what GWRRA is really about. 
 
     We have been working with many of you with the monthly and semi-annual ARLs (Area Run Lists). One item 
that repeatedly comes up is the question regarding Chapter Overrides. If your name appears on a Chapter’s 
Area Run List other than the one you participate with, it is up to you to fix it. The Home Office at this time will not 
allow your CD, Chapter MEC, District Director or District MEC to change it for you. The Member must call the 
Home Office to make the change. For some reason this often doesn’t happen. 
 
     The Region MEC, Bob Greer, advises that there is another way for a Member to have their Chapter affiliation 
changed. For Members who desires to change their Chapter affiliation, all they need to do is send an email to 
the Home Office. The email must be sent to customerservice@gwrra.org and include the following information: 
 

1) Members Full Name 
2) Membership Number 
3) The Chapter that the Member wishes to be listed with 

 
     It seems that only a few Members were aware of this option. We want to know how it works for you too      
Florida. Please let us know good or bad, what your experience was if you try this method of doing a Chapter 
Override. 
 
     Our thanks go to all of you for your continued support of GWRRA. 
 
     We will continue to attempt to keep you abreast of things that are happening in our area. Hope to see you all 
again soon! 
 
Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight 
Assistant District Directors, Southwest 
District Membership Enhancement Coordinators  
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33rd Annual Gathering of the Wings 
22 - 24 March, 2012 

     It is hard to believe that summer is almost over and school has already started.       
Hopefully it will cool off soon for some good riding weather. 
 
     We want to congratulate Wes & Jill Davis for receiving the GWRRA Director’s Merit 
Award for their work as Senior Chapter Directors of Chapter FL1-O (DeFuniak Springs). 
 
     The Membership Enhancement reports are now coming to us and we will check them 
and send to Bruce Griffing, the District Membership Enhancement Coordinator. Remember 
that a phone call is the preferred and recommended method of contacting potential New Participants for your 
Chapters.  If you see on your ARL that there are Members you have not seen in awhile and/or have not         
renewed, you might want to give them a call also. 
 
     Don’t forget to send us your N-6 (Rider Education Activity) reports, either monthly or quarterly, whether you 
have had any Motorist Awareness activity or not. We have already received 9 reports for July and we want to 
thank those Chapters for their promptness. We hope to have 100% of the Florida Chapters reporting for the third 
quarter, ending September 30, 2011. 
 
     We will be setting up a Motorist Awareness booth at Riverfest in Chattahoochee, FL on September 3rd.  For 
information on the Poker Run and other activities, go to http://www.riverfest-csc.org. This festival will benefit the 
Community Safety Coalition who provides car seats free of charge to the public, as well as, other safety          
Information. 
 
     Don’t forget the Region A Convention in Eufaula, AL September 15 - 17 and the FL1-D (Pensacola), Green 
Frog Getaway October 29th at Bear Lake. 
 
     Hope to see you at a Rally or Convention soon. 
 
Ride safe! 
 
Nate & Danelle Kinion 
Assistant District Director, Panhandle 
District Motorist Awareness Coordinator  
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A Conundrum for Gatherings…What’s the Answer? 
 
     On August 11th I attended FL1-R (Dunnellon) Chapter Gathering where I presented an 
abbreviated “Motorcycling for the Mature Rider” seminar. The presentation went well and 
the Dunnellon Participants were appreciative. However, a situation was prevalent at this 
venue that made the presentation difficult. The section of the restaurant the Gathering was 
held in was small and was adjacent to an open area where a birthday party was taking 
place. There were some 20 adult partiers who were having a boisterously good time, as 
well they should. 
 
     Any Instructor will tell you, in order for there to be learning to take place, the atmosphere must be conducive 
to said learning. In other words, trying to covey a message while there are multiple distractions just doesn’t work. 
Having attended many Chapter Gatherings and other functions throughout the District, I know this is a problem 
not strictly reserved for Dunnellon alone. Finding a restaurant willing to take us in once a month and having a 
room isolated enough to be able to conduct a Gathering unobstructed is an ongoing  challenge. 
 
     Three of our Chapters are fortunate to have fairly isolated Gathering rooms. They are FL1-A (Tampa),       
FL1-L2 (Wesley Chapel) and FL1-T (Inverness). That’s 50% of the Chapters in our area of responsibility. It 
wouldn’t surprise me if this was a District, Region and International percentage as well. I in no way suggest that 
if your Gathering room isn’t isolated it’s anyone’s fault. I am merely pointing out how difficult it is to find one that 
meets the standards we would like to adhere to. 
 
     So what’s the answer? Perseverance, I guess. If your Participants are continually complaining, perhaps you 
(or they) should keep looking until you either find a Gathering venue to their liking or you run out of restaurants in 
your area and can convey that message. 
 
     Folks, I contend that GWRRA is one of the most friendly and social organizations anywhere. We should be 
constantly trying to improve ourselves in all areas. Let’s not become complacent and satisfied with second best. 
If there is any area of improvement you can see in your Chapter, including Gathering facilities, let’s do all we can 
to initiate that improvement. Thanks. 
 
Joe & Gracie Mazza 
Assistant District Directors, West Central 
District Newsletter Judges 

     Since my last article there hasn’t been a whole lot to write about. Rides have been 
down right steamy! Chapter Gatherings, however, have been very active and well          
attended. It’s always a hoot to get to attend a fun-filled Gathering and enjoy some laughs. 
 
     I look forward to the Region A Convention this month. It’s almost like a reunion and its 
lots of FUN to catch up on what has been happening with the friends I don’t get to see very 
often. Lake Pointe State Park in Eufaula, AL makes a dandy place to hold the event. Many 
thanks to Bob, Nan and the Region Team for entertaining us there! 
 
     Fall is right around the corner now and with it, much more comfortable riding weather. There are also many 
more Chapter events for us to visit and take part in, so let’s all saddle up and go. Support of other Chapter 
events is what makes this organization great and is a heck of a lot of FUN! 
 
Looks like that’s all for now. Stay safe and see ya’ on the road. 
 
Cliff Hotchkiss 
Assistant District Director, Central  
District Rally Coordinator 
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Group Riding for Street Bikes 
 
Why? 
 
There are several advantages for motorcyclists who ride street bikes in a group: 
 

• A group is usually more visible to other drivers than a solo rider; 
• Other vehicles can predict what a rider in a group will do because all members     

generally maintain fixed positions and fixed intervals between riders; 
• In case of a mechanical problem or an accident, help is available immediately to the rider. A member of the 

group may carry a cell phone. Usually some riders in a group are trained in First Aid and CPR. They are 
often aware of safety information and accident management procedures that non-riders may not          
know -- for example, not to remove the helmet of a downed rider unless breathing is inhibited, where to find 
particular medical information for a downed rider; how to manage an accident scene to prevent            
complications, etc.; and 

• It can be a lot more FUN! 
 
In addition, motorcyclists tend to learn a great deal from each other about their sport. Planned stops along the 
way offer a fine opportunity to socialize and to share valuable tips and techniques. 
 
Why Not? 
 
Group riding is not for everyone. It requires a certain level of skill and self-discipline. It restricts an individual 
rider’s options as to speed, changes in route, and lane positioning. To attempt to ride in a group without having 
good basic riding skills and a good sense of what others in the group are likely to do -- and what they expect you 
to do -- is an invitation to an accident, one that may involve damage and injuries to more than one bike and one 
rider. It is also a matter of personality, in that group riding requires good communications, courtesy among riders 
and a willingness to look out for the safety of others while riding your own ride. Those who don’t wish to ride in a 
group but who wish to arrive at the same destination as their friends may serve as a scout if they have a CB   
radio, or they may just prefer to travel solo and meet up with their friends at the day’s end.. 
 
People who ride in a group usually appreciate knowing what they are expected to do, and what to expect from 
others who are taking part in a hazardous sport in close proximity to them. Road Captains and those who      
frequently ride lead or drag are particularly urged to become familiar with these terms and guidelines in order to 
explain them to other riders who may show up for a scheduled ride without having any group riding  experience. 
 
Hope to see you sooner than later 
 
Geno & Kathie Jette 
Assistant District Director, Northeast 
District Goodie Sales  
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     August has been a warm, wet month. Amazingly, it has been cooler here than in many 
places up North! Chapter FL2-A and Chapter FL2-O had their annual Bowling Challenge 
on the 20th. It was great FUN with dinner at Sonny’s BBQ afterward. Folks from Chapters 
FL2-A, FL2-E, and FL2-R are getting together to go on a Murder Mystery Dinner Train 
Ride in Ft. Myers on the 27th. I’ll let you know how that went next month, as well as, the   
results of the Bowling Challenge. It is good to see the SE Florida Chapters getting together 
for FUN with Friends and family. Thanks to CD’s Cheryl Smith, Gail Landsnaes, Ken Long, 
Ron Feldman, and all the Participants for making this all happen! September will be a 
good Rally/Convention month for us starting with the Region A  Convention in Eufaula, AL 
and then onto Wings Over the Smokies in NC. We hope to see many of you at one or both of these great 
GWRRA events! 
 
     Speaking of great GWRRA events, coming up in November is the SE Florida Chapter’s first ever              
Multi-Chapter Lunch! Mark your calendar for November 12th because we ARE putting on one great luncheon at 
John Stretch Park in Clewiston, FL saluting Veterans. Check out our flyer on the District Website Events page. 
 
Now back to our story: 
 
     We started off on Route 50 heading East at 10AM. After 100 plus miles of riding through the desert we 
stopped for lunch and fuel in the small desert town of Austin, NV. After lunch it was 3PM and a storm was     
coming across the desert. We were told of a small campground at the local Baptist Church in town and the next 
one was another 200 miles East. We set up camp at the self serve campsite just before the storm hit. While   
sitting inside due to rain, the wind gusts picked up the rear of the Bunkhouse closing the bed. I went out and 
staked down the bed, something I had never had to do before. Fortunately the storm passed and we were able 
to make dinner and get to bed early. 
 
     We got an early start the next morning and continued our run through the desert. We stopped for breakfast in 
another small desert town and had breakfast in a small casino. Another 155 miles in the desert and we stopped 
at a new National Park called Great Basin. Very good road to the top of some mountains with great views. Back 
on 50, we stopped for lunch and fuel. Once we got into Utah there was an 83 mile stretch with no services. After 
getting through that we stopped for the night in Salina, Utah at a nice campground called Butch Cassidy. The 
ride through the desert so far had been ever changing. We ran through sand storms that looked like the        
Tasmanian Devil from Bugs Bunny cartoons and across salt flats. Even the desolate places of our country are 
beautiful! 
 
Next month, on to Colorado! 
 
Bill and Cheryl Smith 
Assistant District Directors, Southeast  

Answer to...What do these 7 words 
have in common?   

 
Take the first letter and put at the 
end of each word and it spells the 

same word backwards 



Sep 15-17 
Oct 8 
Oct 15 
Oct 13-15 
Oct 29 
Nov 12 
Nov 19 
Dec 10 

Region “A” Rally/Convention  
FL1-A Poker Run  
FL2-G Pancake Breakfast  
Mississippi District Rally/Convention 
FL1-D Green Frog Getaway  
Multi-Chapter Lunch 
FL1-X Spaghetti Social  
FL1-S Mingle Jingle 

Eufaula, AL  
Tampa 
Ft Myers 
Tupelo, MS 
Bear Lake  
Clewiston 
Jacksonville 
Zephyrhills  

2011 Florida GWRRA Events 
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Jan 7-8 
Jan 14 
Jan 21 
Jan 29 
Feb 11 
Mar 22-24 
Apr 14 
Apr 19-21 
Apr 26-28 
Apr 28 
Jun 14-16 

FL Chapter Conference 
FL2-L Cowboys & Indians 
FL1-O Annual Chili Run  
FL1-H Multi-Chapter Breakfast 
FL1-G 50’s/60’s Sock Hop  
FL District Rally/Convention 
FL1-K Poker Run  
AL District Rally/Convention 
SC District Rally/Convention 
FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham  
GA District Rally/Convention 

Lakeland 
Lakeland 
DeFuniak Springs  
Melbourne 
Sanford  
Kissimmee 
Palm Coast  
Mobile, AL 
S. Charleston, SC 
Orlando 
Dillard, GA 

2012 Florida GWRRA Events 
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